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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 188 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 1 88 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system (http://pair.uspto.gov). " 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383/ Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Notice of Fee Increase on October 1, 2003 

f„lTte° I. 2003, ,he„ ,ne 

The current fee schedule is accessible from (http://www.uspto.gov/mainy1iowtofees.htm). 
If the fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and FppCO rw» h„. ™, .1 

of the fee increase, a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee^ll hJ 1! , the correct amouni m v.c* 

delays associated with ma.ling of a "Note of Pay Balance of sue F i th?E °f ^ - aV ° id . Pr ° CCSSmy 

ESS 2000. Sh0UM ^ Pa ' 4 ^ ^ M ^ sSZ Ibo'S 

Effecuve October 1, 2003. 37CFR 1.18 is amended by revising paragraphs (a, rhrongh (c) ,o read as ae, ,'onh below 
Section 1.18 Patent post allowance (including issue) fees. 

(a) Issue fee for issuing each original or reissue patent, 
except a design or plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $665.00 

By other than a small entity $1,330.00 

(b) Issue fee for issuing a design patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $240.00 

By other than a small entity $480.00 

(c) Issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $320.00 

By other than a small entity $640.00 

tti£St&?cJS^^ paymems should be direcled 10 Cus ' om " s — *™ <* 
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• Applieation/Cofitrol Numberr 10/001,386 Page; 
"Art Unit: 2829 

V 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Gary C. Honeycutt on 06/20/2003. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 ) at line 9 of page 9 "4" is replaced with -4A-4B-. 

2) at line 24 on page 25 "150° is replaced with-152-. 

3) at line 2 on page 1 1 "121" is replaced with -125-. 

4) at line 6 on page 1 1 , "A" is replaced with -The-. 

5) at lines 7-8 on page 1 1 , "fine tipped needle" is replaced with -probe needle segment- 

6) at line 4 on page 12, "4" is replaced with -4B-. 

7} at line 1 1 on page 12, "broader" is replaced with -broader end 1 51 of the-. 

8) at line 12 on page 13, "121" is replaced with -125-. 

9) at line 6 on page 18, add -probe- after "primary". 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: see the correction made to attached drawing Fig. 3 and Fig. 
4A (element 121 near element 123 is now element 125). In order to avoid 
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abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above egreed upon 
drawing changes. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Prior art does 
not teach or suggest a probe card having a plurality of probe needle assemblages 
comprises: a primary probe segments including a groove with two parallel protrusions 
formed in one end and a mechanical spring attached on the opposite end; a fine tipped 
probe needle segment connected by a secondary mechanical spring to said primary 
probe segment between the parallel protrusions, a pair of pivots connecting each of the 
parallel sides (protrusions) of the probe segment to the needle segment, and a needle 
tip extending beyond the parallel protrusions as further defined in claims 1, 17 and 18. 

Prior art to W. L. Oates (US 3453545) discloses a probe card having parallel 
protrusions and needle tip but lacks the mechanical spring and the secondary 
mechanical spring and pivots as claimed in claims 1, 17 and 18. 

Prior art to Sano (US 5703494) discloses probe card having pin (needle) with 
two springs but lakes pivots and the parallel protrusions as claimed in claims 1, 17 and 
18. Obviousness can't be establish using these arts because they lakes motivation and 
hence above claims are allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusl n 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paresh Patel whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5859. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 to 4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on 703-308-1233. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9318 
for regular communications and 703-872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. jT\ 



Paresh Patel 
June 20, 2003 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with tho ^ommuMfo***^ 
Ali claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIsTor ppmaiSSw-i {r^^zlJT convspondence address- 

1 . E3 This communication is responsive to 10/25/201. 

2. The allowed cfaim(s) is/are Ma 

3. Q The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 1 19f aWdl or /n 

a)D All b)DSome* C )ONone ofthe: W ' 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

5. B Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) U The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

8. E3 CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ Including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

{■>)□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed . which has been approved by the Examiner 

(c) H including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/ Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. g 

iRSS I !L? F and/0f ' NF0 3^IL 0N about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted Note the 
attached Examined comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE OEPOSfT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL ™ mm ' NOle me 



Attachments) 

1H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
SQ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
f Biological Material 



2Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6B Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8B Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9|3 Other one sheet of drawing. 
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Notice of Fee Increase on January 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after January 1, 2003, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an increase 
o n^n^^^b 2003 Emsim flf aaem and Trademark Fees for Fiscal Year ?nnv Fi™i 67 Fed. 
Reg. 70847, 70849 (November 27, 2002). 



The current fee schedule is accessible from: httD://www.o g pto, g ov/m fl m/h a W tnfe« htm 

If the issue fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due," but not the correct amount 
in view of the fee increase, a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant In order to avoid 
processing delays associated with mailing of a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee, 11 if the response to the Notice of 
Allowance and Fee(s) due form is to be filed on or after January 1, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or 
after January 1, 2003), the issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. If the issue fee was 
previously paid, and the response to the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a 
previously-paid issue fee to the issue fee now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the 
response is filed and the previously paid issue fee should be paid. SfiS Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 
1308.01 (Eighth Edition, August 2001). 

Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center 
of toe Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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The United States Patent and Tradeiferk Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effectiv May 1,2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any corr spond nee with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

00 NOT USE the Washington OC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1 , 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice, material 
form, instruction or other information. 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 



f^T^L, Commissioner for Patents 

w*^J P.O. Box 1450 Lj&fr 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 *Tg V 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1, 2003, the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
"Mart's? an 4 < ! ) Trademarks to corr »sponding Mail Stop designations (e.g.. "Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25. 2003). A copy of the Federal Register notice is available 
on the USPTO's web site at httD://www.usDto.Qov/Web/menu/current html#reqister 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www. uspto. Qov/main/contacts. htm 

Persons fifing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, the Official 
Gazette , or the Office's Internet Web site (www.uspto.oov) to determine the appropriate address 1 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The L-niied Sutes Patent and Trademark Office (ISPTOi is permitting applicants to submit amendments in a revised 
format as set forth belon. Further details of this practice "are described in AS(ESDXf£STS IS A REVISED FORMAT 
SOW PERMITTED, signed Januan 3 1 . :003. expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25, 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at ' J 

hnp:/AvuAv.uspto.gov^^ > Th€ rcviscd an^n^m 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the OfTice is considering adopting via a revision to 
37CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to J7CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The OfTice plans to ado* ;uch a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 by July of 2003 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, all applicants may submit amendments in reply to OfTice actions using the following format. 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype 1 receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin oa separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g.. Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments, and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments; b ) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of these sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. 

T»o versions of amended oartfr) bo toogg reflpjgd: 

The carrot requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two version* (a dean venioa and a marked ud 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim win be waived where an amendment is snhmitted in 
revised format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR M25 wiO be retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, mast iaclnde a 
complete listing of ait claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. Tbe listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

( 1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following; (original), (currently amended), (previously amendedX (canceled* (withdrawn), (newl 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim * J, or (previously re-presented). The text of alt pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
xtaim number and status. * J 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
jnade relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
smkethrough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and Fhould not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings 

(3) The text of pending claims pot bejng amended must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings 
Any claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



' The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in L'SPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 

2SSS& mj on CQ1 Po ' ojr,ce 81 (Dec * 7 - - 002) rPro, ° • pt Announcem mn - •* XiSU 



Flyer for mailing with all Office actions by alt TCs (except Art Uniu 1634. ISV and 2854) 
02/13/03 . 



(4) A claim ma\ be canceled by merel\ prcMding an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 

constitute an instruction to cancel Any clams added h> amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall not 
be underlined. 

(? » All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical rder. Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims ma> be aggregated into ^ne statement (e.g.. Claims I - 5 (canceled)}. 



Example of fating of claims fuse of t he word "claim" before the claim number is optional!: 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original); The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1 ) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new); a bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendm ent! to the ipecifieation: 
Amendments to the specification must be made by p 

changes raiufc relative to the immediate prior vetsion. An accompany tug clean version is not required and should not 
be presented. If Substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean 
version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1.125. 

O Amendment* to, g£gwjng fignrea: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
c mply with § I 84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment 
Any ^Placement drawing sheet must include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet 
even though only one figure may be amtaded. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be * 
labeled as amended. If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be 
unessaMk y [^ Uire * ^ lvc **™ in «* next 0f!kc No fuither drawing submission will be required 



Any questions reading the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this dyer should 

£ r ^ A A° *! f0l, 5T ng kgal advb0rS m * C 0(lficc of Palcm U & Administration (OPLA): ElSS^oS^ 
(ERzarjctfeDouyhciiYt^uspto yew), Gena Jones (EugeniaJonesrShisnto y ov) or f~ * - ' ^uzaoetn Uougherty 

(Joseph i^arcavaBe^uspto.ROv) . For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jav 
Lucas (Ja Yl ^cas<a)Msptogo , v) t Senegal Advisor <PCTLA)^«ob Clarke (Rpbert,Clarke^uLo P nv^ s^or 
Legal Adv,sor(OPLA). Alternatively, further infonnation may be obtained by cal ling OPLA at (^3) 305 * \6\™ 



pr«tice Cd N0 ' iC<: ^ B> Ch3nSeS rCUting '° 5UbSl " U,C spccir,canons - * c C) f °' change, on reptacemem drawing 



n^vnV malHng Wi,h 0fnC€ 3Cli0n$ b> an TCS (MCCPI Art l!nilS ,634 ' 28:7 and 2834) 
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